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To the question of one type of mace pommel*

The article provides data on three samples of cross-shaped mace pommels from the materials of funerary monu-
ments of the Bronze Age from the territory of Kazakhstan. All three subjects were introduced into scientific circulation
earlier, but in one work they were taken into account for the first time. The author describes the dimensions and
detailed characteristics of each finial and provides data on the typology of such artifacts. Despite the fact that all the
discovered specimens come from monuments of different archaeological cultures, they are all recorded in a complex
with a ceramic vessel and a bronze knife, or several similar objects. It should also be noted that the presence of three
samples of the cross-shaped mace pommel found in Kazakh monuments indicates the expansion of the boundaries of
the distribution of such artifacts.
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PaiixaH CepikKbi3bl MycaeBa'
19.X. MapfynaH atbiHAafFbl APXeonorusa UHCTUTYTbI,
Anmartbl K, KasakctaH

LWoknap 6acbiHbIH 6ip TypiHe KaTbICTbl Macene

Makanana KasakcTaH aymafblHaH Ko/ia A9YipiHAeri skepney eckepTKilTepiHiH maTepuangapbiHaH TabblinfaH
KpecT Topi3aj WoKnap 6ackiHbIH YW AaHAckl Typaibl ManiMeTTep KenTipinreH. bapnblk yw apTedakT OypbiH FblibiMK
alHanbIMFa eHrisingj, ananaa b6ip makanaga anfaw pet bipre KapacTbipbliabl. ABTOP 9p AaHaHbIH, ealemaepi meH
erken-Terkenni cunatramanapbiH KeNTipeai »KaHe ocbiHAal apTedakTinepaiH TMNoNoruackl Typasbl manimeTtep bepeai.
TabblnfaH HapAbIK yArinep sapTypAi apXeonoruanblk MaAEHUETTEPAiH, eCKepTKiWTepiHEH TabblAFaHbIHA KapamMacTaH,
onapapbiH 6apabiFbl KbiW bIZAbICMNEH }KaHE KOa NbllakneH Hemece BipHelle yKcac 3aTTapmeH Bip KelweHae aHbIKTanabl.
CoHpal-ak, Ka3aKCcTaHAblK ecKkepTKilWTepaeH TabblaFaH YL KpecT Tapi3Ai Woknapaap 6actapbliHbiH Tabblnybl OCbIHAAN
apTedakTinepaiH Tapany WeKapanapblHbiH KEHEIH KOPCETETIHIH aTan eTKEH KeH.

TyiiH ce3gep: KazakcTaH, WoKnapabiH 6ackl, Kona Aayipi, MHCUIHUA

PaiixaH CepukoBHa MycaeBa'
MHcTuTyT apxeonorun um. A.X. MaprynaHa,

r. Aamartbl, KasaxcTaH
K Bonpocy 06 ogHom Tune HaBepLuaA 6ynasbl

B cTaTbe NpMBOAATCA AaHHble O Tpex obpasLiax KpeCcToBUAHbIX HaBepLwuii Bynasbl M3 maTepunanos norpebanb-
HbIX MAMATHMKOB 3M0OXM BPOH3bI ¢ TeppuTOopMnM KazaxcTaHa. Bce Tpu npeameTa Hbiv BBEAEHbI B HAayYHbIM 000POT pa-
Hee, 0iHaKo B 0HOM paboTe oHM BblM yUTEHbI BNEepBble. ABTOP OMMUCLIBAET PazMepsbl U AeTaslbHYIO XapaKTepPUCTURY
KaXK[0ro HaBepLmna U NPUBOAUT AAHHbIE O TUMONOTMKN NOAO0OHbIX apTedakToB. HeCMOTPA Ha TOT GaKT, YTo Bce 0bHapy-
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YEeHHble 3K3eMMNAPbI MPOUCXOAAT U3 MAMATHUKOB PA3HbIX aPXEOOTMUYECKUX KYBTYP, BCE OHU 3adUKCMPOBaHbI B KOM-
N1EKCe C KepaMMYEeCKMM COCYA0M M BPOH30BbIM HOXKOM, UM HECKOIbKMMM NOA06HbIMM NpeameTamu. Heobxoammo
TaKKe OTMETUTb, YTO HaiMuMe Tpex 06pasLIOB HaBepLLIKil BynaBbl KPECTOBMAHOM GOPMbI, OBHAPYKEHHbIX B Ka3axCTaH-
CKMX NAaMATHUKaX, YKa3blBaeT Ha pacliMpeHne rpaHunL, pacnpocTpaHeHns Noao0HbIX apTedaKTos.

KntoueBble cnoBa: KasaxcTaH, HaBeplwue 6ynasbl, 3noxa OpoH3bl, UHCUTHUM

The mace pommels are one of the most common
symbols of power among the ancient population of the
Bronze Age. Being indicative of the high status of the
buried individual and marking extraordinary burials,
such artifacts may indicate the complex social structure
of ancient societies [Yudin, Matyushin 2006; Kramarev
2015; Tsimidanov 2004: 74; Kirichenko, Najafov 2021:
5].

The article will present data on the cruciform
or rounded with projecting hemispheres shape of
pommels.

The first specimen of the cross-shaped mace
pommel was discovered during the study of the Mamai
burial ground by G. Kushaev and G. Kokebaeva in 1978

(Kaztal district, West Kazakhstan region) [Kushaev,
Kokebaeva 1978; Mussayeva 2022: 32].

The Mamai burial ground is located in the flood
zone on the left bank of the Maly Uzen River, 7 km
south of the village of Kokterek and 5 km from the main
structure of the hydroelectric complex, 12 km north
of the Zhuldyz state farm [Kushaev, Kokebaeva 1978].
During the study of burial nr. 2 of barrow nr. 2, the burial
of a man was discovered, next to which a ceramic vessel
with “pinches”, a bronze knife of the Pokrovsky type and
a cross-shaped pommel of a mace were found [Kushaev
1993: 38]. The monument dates back to the Pokrovsky
stage of the Srubnaya culture.

Fig. 1. Cross-shaped pommels: 1 — Mamai burial ground, kurgan 2, burial 2, after — Kushaev 1993: 132, fig. 9;
2 —Tokanai 1 burial ground, burial 15, after — Logvin 2005: 192, fig. 1;
3 — Bestamak burial ground, pit 5, after — Kalieva, Logvin 2008: 47, fig. 15
1-cyp. AiKbIw Tapisai cyrip yw: 1 — Mamali Kopbimbl, 2 06a, 2 xkepney opHbl ([Kywaes 1993: 132, 9-cyp] 60iibIHWAa);
2 —TokaHai 1 Kopbimbl, 15 kepney opHbl ([JlorsuH 2005: 192, 1-cyp.] 60ibIHLWA);
3 — bectamak Kopbimbl, 5 wyHKbIp ([Kanvesa, NlorsmuH 2008: 47, 15-cyp.] 6oiibiHLWA)

Puc. 1. KpectoBugHble HaBepwua: 1 — mor. Mamai, K. 2, n. 2 (no: [Kywaes 1993: 132, puc. 9]);
2 — mor. TokaHat 1, n. 15 (no: [/loreuH 2005: 192, puc. 1]); 3 — mor. bectamak, ama 5 (no: [Kanvesa, Nlorsun 2008: 47, puc. 15])



MUSSAYEVA R.

To the question of one type of mace pommel

The mace pommel has four diametrically spaced
protruding hemispheres. It is made of rounded white
marble. The surface is meticulously polished. In the
central part of the top, there is a round through hole
with a diameter of 1.0 cm at the base and up to 1.5 cm
at the top of the product. The height of the object is
4.5 cm. The diameter of the central part is 4.5 cm, and
with protrusions of the hemispheres 7.5 cm. The L/B
index is 1.0 cm, and taking into account the protrusions
is 0.6 cm. The upper and lower parts of the mace are
flat (Fig. 1, 1).

The second pommel originates from the Tokanai-1
burial ground, studied by an archaeological expedition
led by V. Logvin in 1982 (Jangeldy district, Turgay region —
modern Kostanay region) [Logvin 2005]. The monument
is located on the right bank of the Tokanai River, the
northern channel of the Turgai River. During the study
of burial nr. 15, a collection of finds was discovered,
numbering 536 items [Logvin et al. 1982: 14]. No burial
was found. The monument dates back to the Sintashta-
Petrovka period.

Among the bronze objects, there is the pommel
of a mace with four diametrically arranged protruding
hemispheres (Fig. 1, 2). In the central part of the top,
there is a round through hole with a diameter of 3.3 cm,
at the base, up to 3.1 cm, at the end of the hole. The
height of the objectis 4.3 cm, the diameter of the central
part is 4.3 cm, and with protrusions the hemispheres
are 6 and 6.5 cm (one of the hemispheres is 0.5 cm
“apart” from the central part of the product). The L/B
index is 1 cm, and considering the protrusions, it is 0.66-
0.72 cm. The upper part of the mace is rounded. There
is a small side at the base.

The complex configuration of the pommel and the
absence of traces of rivets and adhesions may indicate
that it could probably have been cast in a closed mold. It
is unknown whether this burial was ritual or could have
been intended as a commemoration of an individual
holding significant importance within the community
that left this burial site. However, it can be argued that
it represented a “male” burial, since the ceramic vessel
— bronze knife — mace complex was more often referred
to specifically male burials.

Another cross-shaped pommel originates from
the burial ground near the settlement of Bestamak
(Auliekol district, Kostanay region), which was studied
under the leadership of V. Logvin and S. Kalieva in 1991
[Kalieva et al. 1992]. The monument is located in the
northern part of the Turgai hollow, on the right bank of

the Buruktal River, an eastern tributary of the Ubagan
River, at its sources. During field research, a paired burial
of an 18-22-year-old man and a 10-12-year-old girl was
found in pit nr. 5, accompanied by a rich inventory and
the burial of several animals [Kalieva, Logvin 2008: 50].
The monument dates back to the Sintashta-Petrovka
period.

The pommel of the mace was located next to
the radius of the left arm of the male skeleton (Fig. 1,
3). In addition to other equipment, the man was also
accompanied by ceramic pots and a bronze knife [Logvin,
Kalieva 1991: 27].

The product we are interested in is made of jade,
has four diametrically arranged protruding hemispheres.
The shape is rounded; the surface is carefully sanded.
In the central part of the top, there is a round through
hole with a diameter of 2 cm at the base, up to 1.8 cm
at the end of the hole. The height of the object is 6 cm,
the diameter of the central part is 6 cm, and with
protrusions of the hemispheres is 8 cm. The L/B index
is 1 cm, and considering the protrusions it is 0.75 cm.
The upper and lower parts of the mace are flat; the hole
is slightly expanding. There is a small rim at the base,
0.2 cm wide [Kalieva, Logvin 2008: 5].

The cross-shaped pommels of the mace are known
in many monuments of the Bronze Age across Eurasia
[Kirichenko, Najafov 2021: 7] and, depending on the
affiliation of the identified artifacts in the environment
of a certain archaeological culture or local territory,
they have different names and are included in various
author’s classifications.

Thus, V. Klochko proposed to name this type
of pommel “Borodino-Mariupol” after the names
of monuments in which similar artifacts were found
[Klochko 2001: 31; Shishlina 2020]. According to
V. Kileynikov’s typology, this specimen belongs to
variant ll-b — cross-shaped high-truncated rhombic
finials with a rim at the base [Kileynikov 2004: 140].
E. Krupnov, based on the analysis of finds from North
Ossetia, attributed such finds to the third type of round-
ovoid maces with four hemispheric projections on the
sides, located closer to the upper half of the horizontal
section [Krupnov 1951: 44]. According to N. Malov’s
typology, cross—shaped finials belong to the first type
of mace pommels of Srubnaya culture — cross-shaped
pommels having four protruding bulges on the body
[Malov 1991: 33].

As the analysis of the given names of the cross-
shaped type of the pommel of the mace showed, there
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is no unambiguous opinion among the authors about
the name of the protrusions. They are called cones,
projections, hemispheres, bulges, mushroom-shaped
outgrowths [Kileynikov 2004: 140; Krupnov 1951: 44;
Malov 1991: 33; Passing 2013: 159; Klochko 2001:
31]. Analogies to the cross-shaped mace pommels can
be found on monuments from the Neolithic to the
Late Bronze Age across a larger territory of Eurasia
[Kileynikov 2004; Kirichenko 2022; Kirichenko, Najafov
2021; Korolev et al. 2018; Krupnov 1951; Magometov
2018; Malov 1991; Melnikov 1999; Passing 2013; Nelin
1995; Monuments 1993: 147; Pyankov, Khachaturova
2002: 5; Klochko 2001].

In his study of burial sites in the Volga region,
N. Malov noted that they occupy the second position
in the hierarchical classification after the “royal”
burials, which include a complex of arrowheads and
other equipment [Malov 1991: 38]. V. Kileynikov,
agreeing with E. Melnikov, attributed the pommels of
the mace to military attributes [Kileynikov 2003: 144;
Melnikov 1993]. V. Tsimidanov, in turn, notes that
scepters and maces can indicate the military path

of politogenesis among tribes of Srubnaya culture
[Tsimidanov 2004: 75].

The multifunctional purpose of such artifacts
is a generally recognized phenomenon, however, for
specimens from the Mamai, Tokanai and Bestamak burial
grounds, it is rather limited by a socially marking factor.
The absence of other finds related to military affairs
also indicates in favor of this assumption. They probably
mark the burial of a man with a high social status — the
leader of the tribe. Confirmation of this could be the fact
that individuals possessing symbols of authority in the
form of cross-shaped mace pommels could embody the
god Indra, the Thunderer [Kileynikov 2004: 142; Malov
1991: 30-31; Gorelik 1993: 58, Tsimidanov 2004: 73]. A
number of authors noted that the stone mace with four
protrusions was a weapon in the hands of Bhimasena,
the son and partial incarnation of the wind god Voyu
[Vasilkov; Yevtushenko 2003; Kuzmina 1994: 191].

Thus, the considered cross-shaped mace pommels
may indicate the complex social structure of the ancient
population in the Bronze Age and the wide territorial
distribution of such archaeological artifacts.
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