70

A. Goryachev, https://doi.org/10.52967/3007-6528.2023.1.70.77

V. Saraev,
T. Egorova

Alexander Goryachev?, aga.2805@mail.ru,
Vladimir Saraev?, saraev.53@mail.ru,
Tatyana Egorova?, ega.0108 @mail.ru

!Margulan Institute of Archaeology,
Almaty, Kazakhstan

Researches of paleometal archaeological sites
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Research of the Kargaly scientific detachment in 2022 in the Zhambyl district of Almaty region was carried out
near the northern slopes of lle Alatau on the territory of the Kargaly, Kastek and Degere historical and geographical
microdistricts. As a result of reconnaissance, about 50 archaeological sites of the Paleometal era were noted — settle-
ments, burial grounds and sacred complexes. Specialized studies of a new type of archaeological monuments — stones
with cup-shaped holes have been carried out. Three complexes with “fields” of cup stones have been identified in the
valley of the Uzyn-Kargaly, Kastek and Shien rivers. Along their perimeter, a series of burial grounds of the Paleometal
era and the Early Iron Age and objects of cult and ritual purpose are recorded. The general physical and geographical
characteristics of the region have been compiled and materials characterizing the living conditions and economic activ-
ity of the population of the Paleometal epoch have been obtained. The conditions and resources for the development
of nomadic, semi-nomadic cattle breeding, irrigated agriculture and the development of crafts have been clarified.
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Anmartbl 061bICbIHAAFbI NaieoMeTann Adyipi
ApPXeoNoruAnbIK ecKepTKiwTepiH 2022 KbinFbl 3epTTey

Anmatbl 06nbickl, HKambbin ayaaHbiHAafbl 2022 Kbinfbl Kapfanbl £blAbIMW OTPAZAbIHBIH, apPXE0N0TrUANbIK,
3epTTeynepi lne AnatayblHblH, CONTYCTIK BeTkelnepiHae Kapfanbl, KacTek »aHe [lerepec Tapuxm-reorpadpuabik,
LWAFbIH ayAaHAapbIHbIH, ayMafblHAa Kyprisinai. bapnay HaTuxeciHae NaneomeTann AayipiHe xaTtatblH 50-re *KybIK
apXeoNoruANbIK HblCaHAAP — KOHbICTAP, KOPbIMAAP MEeH KacueTTi KelleHAep ecenKke anblHAbl. APXeonoruanbik
eCKepTKIlUTepAiH KaHa Typi — ToCTafaH Tapi3fi KybiCbl 6ap TacTapfa MamaHAaHAbIPbIIFAH 3epTTeYAep KYprisingi.
Y3bIHKapFanbl, Kactek kaHe LLneH e3eHAepiHiH aHFapblHAA TOCTafaH TacCTapblHbIH «anKabbi» Hap yw KelweH
aHbIkTanabl. Ocbl KelWeHAepAiH nepumeTpi 6oMbiHWa NaneoMeTann A3yipi MeH epTe Temip AayipiHAEeri KopbiMaap
MeH [iHW-CanTTblK MaKcaTTafbl HbiCaHAAP TipKenai. AMMaKTbIH, Xannbl GU3NKanbiK-reorpaduAnbiK cMnaTTamacsl
Kacanapl KaHe naneomeTann AyipiHAEri TYPFbIHAAPAbIH, 6MIp CYpy *Kafdannapbl MeH WapyallbliblK Kbl3METiH
CMNATTalTbIH MaTepuangapfa Kon KeTTi. OTapAbl, XKapTblaak Kewneni man wWapyawbinbiFbl, UPPUraLUANbLIK
EriHLWINIKTI }XoHe KoNeHepai AaMbITyFa KaXKeTTi }Kafaannap MmeH pecypctap HaKTblNaHAabI.

TyWiH ce3gep: Ine AnaTaybl, Kona Agyipi, KOHbIC, KOPbIM, TOCTafaH Tapi3Ai Kybicbl bap Tac
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UccheposaHna apxeonormyecknx NamaTHUKOB 3MOXKU NaseomeTtanna
B AAmaTUHCKoM o6nactu B 2022 roay

MccneposaHus KaprannHckoro HaydHoro otpsga 2022 roga B *Kambblnickom parioHe AnmaTuHCKoM obiactu npo-
BOAMINCL Yy CEBEPHbIX CKAOHOB Mneickoro Anatay Ha TeppuTopumn KapraauHckoro, Kactekckoro u [lerepeckoro
MCTOPMKO-reorpaduyecknMx MMKPOpPanoHoOB. B pe3ynbTaTe pa3Beakn oTMeYeHo OKono 50 apxeonormyecknx oobek-
TOB 3MNOXM NaseomeTanna — NOCeNeHNN, MOTUAbHUKOB M CaKpaibHbIX KOMMNAEKCOB. MpoBeAeHbl Cneunanmn3mpoBaH-
Hble MCCNenoBaHMA HOBOMO TUMA apXeos0rMYecKMX NaMATHUKOB — KAMHEN C YaleBUAHbIMKU YHKaMK. BbliaeneHsi
TPM KOMMAEKCA C «MOAAMMY» YaLLEYHbIX KaMHen B AoAMHe pek Y3biH-Kapranbl, Kactek n LUuneH. Mo nx nepume-
TPy GUKCUPYIOTCA CEPUM MOTMIbHUKOB 3MOXM MafieoMeTana U PaHHero Kese3Horo Beka M 06beKTbl KyabTOBO-
pUTyanbHOTO HasHaveHWs. CocTasneHa obuias du3nKo-reorpadmyeckan XxapakTepMUCTMKa PernoHa 1 nosyveHsi
MaTepwmanbl, XxapakTepusyolwme yCA0BUA NPOKMUBAHUA N XO3ANCTBEHHON AEATENbHOCTM HaceneHMsa 3Moxm naneo-
MeTanna. BolACHEHbI YCNOBUA M pecypcbl ANA PAa3BUTMA OTTOHHOTO, MOYKOYEBOro CKOTOBOACTBA, MPPUTALLMOHHOTO
3emeZleNMa U Pa3BUTUA pemecers.

KntoueBble cnoBa: Mne Anatay, anoxa 6poH3bl, NoceneHme, MOrMAbHUK, KaMeHb C YalleBUAHOM YHKOM

In June—September 2022, research was conducted
by the Kargaly Scientific detachment as part of the Almaty
Exploration Archaeological Expedition, whose main task
was to document, map and systematize materials from
ancient settlements, burial grounds and petroglyphs near
the northern slopes of the western end of the Ile Alatau
Ridge. About 50 new archaeological sites were recorded
on the territory of Zhambyl district of Almaty region. The
purpose of these works is to analyze the economic and
cultural development of the population of the Zhetysu
paleometal epoch and, in particular, the foothill zone of
the northern slopes of the lle Alatau.

The main method by which the monuments of the
Bronze Age were discovered and the living conditions and
economic activities of the population of the region were
clarified was the archaeological exploration of traces
of ancient residential and burial structures and surface
finds. The work on the identification of monuments
was carried out on the basis of visual detection of
human labor activity signs in the historical past (traces
of dwellings of ancient farmers, ditches and channels,
barrows), fragments of ceramics and other surface
finds. Cultural and typological attribution of objects was
carried out based on the nature of the design features of
the monuments, the items and ceramic material found
on their territory. In the course of the work, mapping of

individual microdistricts of the northern slopes of the lle
Alatau was carried out on the basis of GIS technologies,
followed by the inclusion of materials in the general
archaeological map of the Zhetysu paleometal epoch
(Fig. 1). Analytical data were obtained as a result
of systematization of geographical information and
previously conducted geomorphological studies on
the northern slopes of the lle Alatau [Chupakhin 1987:
125-138; Aubekerov et al. 2009; National Atlas of the
Republic of Kazakhstan... 2010].

The materials of the archaeological surveys of
2022 made it possible to determine the content and
structure of paleometal era monuments near the
northern slopes of the Ile Alatau. It turned out that they
are usually recorded as part of complexes consisting of
a settlement, a burial ground, and one of the types of
sacred objects (petroglyphs or stones with cup mark). In
the high-altitude zone of the eastern part of the ridge
in the Turgen Gorge, a Bronze Age temple complex was
excavated near the settlement, where the remains of
the deceased were cremated before burial [Goryachev
2020: 135-138]. The settlements are located on high
above-floodplain terraces of loess deposits and consist
of a series (from 4-5 to 10-12) of farmsteads, which are
stretched in a line along the bank of a river or stream

(Fig. 2).

71



72

MAPFY1AH OKYNAPbI — 2023

1-tom

Fig. 1. Archaeological sites of the Bronze Age on the northern slopes of the Ile Alatau ridge
1-cyp. Ine Anatay »oTacblHbIH CONTYCTiK OeTKelnepiHAeri Kona Aayipi apXeonornablK eckepTKilWTepi
Puc. 1. Apxeonornyeckme namaTHUKM 3Moxm BPOH3bI Ha CeBEPHbIX CKAOHax xpebTa Mne Anatay

Between settlements and burial grounds, a
streambed or spring source, or a low hill, is typically
documented. The burial grounds of the Bronze Age in
this part of the foothill zone of the western part of the
lle Alatau are fixed to the west or north of settlements
within 1-2 km downstream of the same water sources
(Fig. 3). The choice of the site’s place was determined by
the presence of a flat platform at the summit or saddle of
the hillock, or on the foothill base. The burial structures
are represented by chains of stone fences and barrows
with stone boxes or cists, less commonly by soil pits
inside.

Such complexes are recorded almost at the exit from
each gorge at the northern slopes of the Ile Alatau of the
Kargaly, Kastek and Degeres historical and geographical
microdistricts. During reconnaissance, they are noted at
the mouths and exits of the Kainar, Maybulak, Yntymak,
Kyzylauyz, Kastek, Karasai and Besmoinak gorges, as well
as near Kogamshil, Sunkar, Beriktas and Degeres villages.
New settlements and burial grounds of the Bronze Age
were found in the high-altitude area of the Kastek gorge
in the Saryzhazyk valley. In the studied interval of the

piedmont zone of the northern slopes of the lle-Alatau, in
mountain gorges where there are convenient platforms
of cone ejections from the lateral sais and in their upper
reaches near numerous springs and streams, ancient
wintering sites of cattle breeders, including those of this
time, are noted.

The recorded complexes of the Bronze Age
consisting of settlementsand burial groundsin the foothill
zone are linked locally to a system of irrigation structures
(channels, ditches, water intakes and aqueducts) which
are universally found along the northern slopes of the
lle Alatau [Saraev 2007]. The settlements of Kainar I,
Maybulak I, Yntymak | and Il, Kyzylauyz I, Kogamshil,
Sunkar and Besmoinak | belong to those among the
monuments of the Bronze Age. Research has shown
that during periods when specialized technical devices
and instruments did not exist, inhabitants of the Bronze
Age had the capabilities to create and develop irrigation
systems for agriculture in this region [Saraev 2021].

Based on the artifacts discovered at the new
settlements and burial sites, the majority of them in the
piedmont zone of the Ile Alatau are attributed to the
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Fig. 2. Topographic plans of Bronze Age settlements on the northern slopes of the lle Alatau:
1 — Kogamshil-I; 2 — Kainar-I; 3 — Besmoinak-I; Yntymak-I

2-cyp. lne AnatayblHbIH, CONTYCTIK BeTKennepiHaeri Kona Aayipi KOHbICTapbiHbIH TONOrpaduaAbIK }Kocrnapaapsbi:
1 —Kofamwblin |; 2 — KartHap |; 3 — becmoiHak |; bIHTbiMak, |

Puc. 2. Tonorpaduyeckme naaHbl NoceneHmin anoxm 6poH3bl y CeBepHbIX CKAOHOB Mne Anatay:
1 — Koramwmn-1; 2 — KaiHap-I; 3 — becmoiiHak-1; 4 — blHTbImaK-|
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Fig. 3. Bronze Age burial grounds near the northern slopes of the Ile Alatau:

1 —Kargaly-I, view to the north; 2 — Yntymak-Il, view to the east;
3 —Karaarsha-l, view to the northeast

3-cyp. lne AnatayblHblH CONTYCTiK BeTKennepiHaeri Kona Asyipi KopbIMAAapbl:

1 —Kapfanbl |, conTyCTikKe KapafaH KepiHici; 2 — blHTbIMaK Il, WbIFbICKa
KapafaH KepiHici; 3 — Kapaapula |, CONTYCTIK-LWbIFbICKA KapafaH KepiHici
Puc. 3. MornnbHMKM 3noxm BpoH3bl y CEBEPHbIX CKIOHOB Ve AnaTay:
1 — Kapranoi-1, Bug Ha ceBep; 2 — blHTbimak-1l, B1A, Ha BOCTOK;
3 — Kapaapwa-l, Bna Ha ceBepo-BOCTOK
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Andronovo period and the cultural community
of roller ceramics from the Paleometal era.
The active interaction of the population of
the northern slopes of the lle Alatau with
the tribes of the Andronovo circle occurs in
the early-middle of the 2" millennium BC
[Maryashev, Goryachev 1993; Goryachey,
Motov 2018: 44-46; Goryachev 2020: 159-
160]. The settlements of Kainar I, Maybulak I,
Kyzylauyz |, Besmoinak | and a number of
others in the foothill and mountainous zone of
the lle Alatau belong to this time. Late Bronze
materials among the studied monuments were
foundinthe complexes Yntymakl, Il, Kyzylauyz I
and Saryzhazyk I, Il. The basis for such dating
was the materials of the studied settlements
and burial grounds in the upper reaches of the
Turgen Gorge, on the Assy plateau and in the
Butakovka gorge [Maryashev, Goryachev 2001;
Goryachev 2012].

Moreover, the settlements of Kainar |,
Maybulak Il, Kogamshilland Yntymak | probably
existed during both stages of the Bronze Age.
As it turned out during the research, the
Bronze Age population of different ecological
niches of the mountainous zone and the
foothill strip had close relationships with each
other. On the foothill plains of the region,
residents developed the territory of the plains
at a distance of 20—-30 km from the mountains.
Settlements were established at the foot of
the mountains, or in the valleys of rivers and
streams in areas with a southern exposure.

Traditionally, near settlements at the
mouths of mountain gorges, Bronze Age
petroglyphs are found here, which sometimes
is indirect evidence of the presence of layers of
this period on them. However, unlike the steppe
regions of the Shu-lle interfluve in this region,
they are significantly fewer in number, and

they are poorer in plots, with the exception
of the Basbatyr and Akterek complexes
[Zheleznyakov, Hermann 2014; Zheleznyakov
et al. 2017]. They are located in the western
spurs of the ridge in the natural and
geographical conditions of the steppe zone,
and contain several hundred images. Despite
the small number, the rocks feature drawings
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were made with high artistic proficiency and share a
common narrative imbued with a specific semantic field
[Saraev 2017]. In the studied region, such petroglyphs
were found in the gorges of Uzyn-Kargaly, Maybulak and
on cattle tracks in the Degeres Mountains.
Characteristic of Paleometallic settlements on the
northern slopes of the western part of the lle Alatau is
the presence of stones with cup marks near the village.
The ancient inhabitants of the region used large
boulders carried out by mudflows, or stones that
broke off from rock blocks and ended up near
an ancient village. A space was arranged along
their perimeter (Fig. 4, 1). From 3-5 to several
dozen or even more than a hundred holes were
marked on the stones, some of them connected
by specially rubbed grooves (Fig. 4, 2). Similar
stones were found near the settlements of
Kogamshil, Sunkar and Besmoinak. In the area
of the Kargaly, Kastek and Shien gorges, in the
lower part of the foothill soles near ancient
water distribution systems, there are entire
“fields” of stones with cup marks (Fig. 4, 3).
Thus, stones with cup-shaped depressions,
which are considered sacred objects, are found
bothwithintheterritory ofindividual settlements
(“domestic sanctuaries”) and in the form of large
clusters of such objects in the area of the most
concentrated ancient population of the region
(“field” of cup marks stones). This allows us to
consider them a common form of ritual practice.
The conditions and circumstances under which
they are found near ancient settlements allow
us to consider such structures around natural
stones as peculiar temples designed to facilitate
the conduct of rituals and rites associated with
the cult of ancestral spirits among the ancient
population.
Research in 2022 showed that the
natural and geographical situation and climatic

the valley of the mountain river made up their district.
The water basins of the Uzyn-Kargaly and Kastek rivers,
as well as a kind of microdistrict between the northern
slopes of the main ridge and the Degeres mountain
range, become such in this territory.

The area of preferential cattle breeding
development is becoming the territory from the mouths

conditions near the northern slopes of the
western part of the lle Alatau contributed to
the emergence and long-term functioning
of a peculiar structure of life support for the
population of the paleometal epoch. According
to research, farmers lived here on the foothill
plains. The large settlements at the exit of
the mountain gorges were handicraft and
agricultural centers, where the population of

Fig. 4. Stones with cup mark at the northern slopes of the lle Alatau:

1 —a stone on the eastern outskirts of Kogamshil village;
2 —stone on the left bank of the Shien River;
3 —the «area» of stones with cup mark in the Shien River Valley

4-cyp. Ine AnaTayblHbIH CONTYCTIK BeTKkelnepiHaeri TOCTaFaH TacTap:

1 — KofaMLubla aybl/ibIHbIH, WbIFLIC WeTiHAEri Tac;
2 — llIneH e3eHiHiH con afanayblHAafbl Tac;
3 — LLIneH e3€eHiHiH aHFapblHAAFbl TOCTafaH TacTap «asKkabbl»

Puc. 4. HYaweyHble KaMHK Y CeBEPHbIX CKNOHOB Vine AnaTay:
1 — KameHb Ha BOCTOYHOW OKpaunHe ayna Koramwwmn;
2 — KameHb no nesomy bepery peku LLneH;
3 — «none» YalleyHblx KamHen B fonnHe pekn LLnex
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of mountain gorges to high-altitude plateaus in the area
of alpine meadows. The economic structure and natural
resources of the region made it possible to successfully
develop crafts and home crafts. Data on the presence
of an irrigation farming system in the foothill zone in
the Bronze Age, a high level of handicraft production
and the structural division of territories into zones of
predominantly land use by pastoralists and farmers
suggest a more complex and diverse ethnocultural and

and previously studied monuments of the region trace
the household and cultural traditions of the tribes of the
Paleometal epoch, which were spread from Siberia to
the Southern Trans-Urals and from Central Kazakhstan to
Middle Asia. Further study of the economic structure of
the Paleometal era population near the northern slopes
of the lle Alatau is becoming extremely relevant, since
in the future it will also highlight the issues of socio-
economic development of the entire region.

social structure than previously imagined. The materials
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