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The second half of the 20th century was a pivotal period in the development of domestic archaeological science.
The establishment of the Archaeology Department at the Institute of History, Archaeology, and Ethnography, the
conduction of the first comprehensive field studies, the expansion of reconnaissance routes, and the discovery
and study of new historical and cultural heritage sites ultimately led to the creation of the Archaeological Map of
Kazakhstan and the emergence of regional archaeological schools. One of these schools was the Ural Archaeological
School, founded by G.A. Kushaev. From his beginnings as a senior laboratory assistant in the Archaeology Department
to becoming a Candidate of Historical Sciences, the researcher gained invaluable experience in scientific work.
His name in domestic science is associated with the study of antiquities in Zhetisu and the Zhayik (Ural) region.
The archaeological sites he studied from the Early Iron Age in these regions are of great significance to the history
of Kazakhstan. However, the goal of this article is to explore G.A. Kushaev’s contribution to the development of
archaeology of the Bronze Age in the western part of the country. Over 25 years of work in Uralsk, the scholar
discovered and partially studied more than 400 sites from various historical periods, including 63 burials and three
Bronze Age settlements. Thanks to the combination of his pedagogical and scientific activities, G.A. Kushaev involved
not only university students but also schoolchildren in archaeological research. As a war participant, he was eager to
study as many monuments as possible in areas designated for construction. He sought to combat the incompetence
of authorities, proving the need for the conservation and preservation of archaeological sites for future generations.
His struggle to protect the unique Kresty archaeological site will remain an example for future generations of how
to love one’s country, fight for the preservation of archaeological monuments, and study one’s history until the very
end of life.

Source of funding: The work was carried out within the framework of the program of fundamental scientific research
of the Committee of Science of the Ministry of Science and Higher Education of the Republic of Kazakhstan for
2023-2025, IRN BR20280993.
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P.C. Mycaesa’, A.C. Ka3zu3oed*
19.X. MaprynaH ameiHOaFrbl Apxeono2us uHcmumymel, Aamamel K., Kazakcma

[LA. KywaeB mypacbiHgafbl batbic KasaKcTaH 06Aabicbl Kona AdyipiHiH, eckepTKiwTepi

XX FacblpAblH, eKiHLWi *KapTbICbl OTAHAbIK apXE0N0rusA FblbIMbIHbIH 4aMyblHAAFbl MAaHbI3Abl Ke3eH 6onbin caHanaapl.
L.LL. YanuxaHoB aTbiHAaFbl TapuX, apXeonorusa KaHe sTHorpadusa MHCTUTYTbIHAA apXeonorna 6enimiHiH Kypbliaysl,
anfallKbl KeweHAi AananblK 3epTTeynepain, »yprisinyi, 6apnay 6afblTTapblHblH, KEHEWI, TapuUXM-MILEeHN Mypa
eCKepTKiLWTepiHiH, awblaybl MeH 3epTTenyi KasaKCTaHHbIH, apXeo/ormaA/bIK KapTacblHblH, KypbliyblHa, COHAAM-aK,
OHipAiK apXeonorusanblk MeKTenTepaiH, KanbintacyblHa akengi. CoHblH, 6ipi — IA. Kywaes Heri3iH KanafaH Opan
apxeonortap mektebi. Apxeonorua 6enimiHiH afa nabopaHTbiHAH TapuX FblIbIMAAPbIHbIH, KAHAWAATbI AdpeKeciHe
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OEWNiHI FbIbIM KONbIHAA 3epTTeywi 6afa KeTnec Taxipube KuHakTazbl. OHbIH, eciMi OTaHAbIK FbIbIMAA EXKesri
eTicy meH MalibIKTbl 3epTTeymeH 6alinaHbICTbl aTanadbl. fanbIMHbIH, aTanfaH eHipiepaeri 3epTTereH epte Temip
[OPYipiHiH, eckepTKiwTepi KasaKcTaH Tapuxbl YWiH aca MaHbi3abl. Anainga 6yn makanaHblH, MakcaTtbl ILA. KyliaeBTbIH,
enimisgiH, 6aTbiC BHipiHIH KO/1a A3Yipi apXeonornsacbiHbIH AaMyblHa KOCKaH y/ieciH 3epTTey 60bin Tabbinaapsl. Opanga
YKYMbIC icTereH 25 »Kbin iwiHae Fanbim Typ/i Tapuxm KeseHgepre *KatatbliH 400-4eH acTam eCcKepTKiLlTi, OHbIH, iWiHae
KOJNa [3YipiHiH 63 XKepaey eCKepTKIilliH XaHe YL KOHbICbIH albin, 0napAbl ilWiHapa 3epTresi. MNeaarornkanbiK KaHe
FbIIBIMM KbI3METTI yLWITACcTbipa oTbipbin, [LA. KyllaeB apxeonoruanbik 3epTreynepre TeK CTYAEHTTepAi faHa emec,
OKyLWblNapAabl Aa TapTTbl. COFbICKA KAaTbICKAH aiaM PeTiHAE 01 KYPbl/IbICKA apHa/iFaH aiMaKTapaa MyMKiHAriHLWe Ken
ecKepTKilWTepai 3epTTerici Kenaj; 6onallak ypnak yLiH apXxeonornsanblk HbiCaHAAPAbl CaKTay KaxkeTTiniriH ganenaen
OTbIpbIN, BUAIKTIH KabineTcizgirimeH Kypecyre TbipbICTbl. OHbIH, KpecTbl KelleHi yLWiH Kypeci eckeneH, ypnak ywiH e3
efliHe AereH cyMicneHwWiNiKTiH, ecKepTKIlITepAi caKTay YLiH KypecyaiH XaHe eMipiHiH, COHFbl CaTiHe AeliH e3 eniHiH,
TAPUXbIH 3epTTeYAiH, KapKblH yArici 6oabin Kanagbl.

Kap:kbinangbipy Kesi: Makana KP FXXEM fbinbim KomuTeTiHiH 20232025 K. apHanfaH iprei fblnbiMu 3epTTeynep
6armapnamacsl WweHbepiHae, )TH BR20280993 kobacbkl aacbiHAa AaibiHAANAbI.

Cinteme: Mycaesa P.C., Kasunsosa A.C. 2024. I A. KywaeB mypacbiHaafbl baTbic KaszakcTaH ob/bicbl Kona AaYipiHiH,
eckepTKiwTepi. MaprynaH okynapei—2024. 2 Tom. 1-T. 43-54-66. (AfbinwbiHWA).

P.C. Mycaeed’, A.C. Ka3u3oed’
MHcTUTYT apxeonorum umexun A.X. Maprynana, r. AimaTbl, KasaxctaH

MamAaTHMKM anoxu 6poH3bl 3anagHo-KasaxcraHcKom o6nactu B Hacneauun LA, Kywaesa

BTopas nonoBmHa XX B. 3aHMMAET Ba’KHOE BPEMSA B Pa3BUTUM OTEYECTBEHHOM apXeosI0rMyeckom HayKu. YupexaeHue
oTaena apxeonorm B WMHCTUTYTE WUCTOPWUKM, apXeonormnm u 3THorpaduu, nposedeHUMe MNepPBbIX KOMMIEKCHbIX
NoJsieBbIX UCCAeA0BaHWN, PaCLUMPEHME CETU Pa3BeAOYHbIX MAPLUPYTOB, OTKPbITUE U U3yYEeHME HOBbIX MAaMATHUKOB
WCTOPUKO-KYNIbTYPHOTO Hacneaua CTpaHbl, B UTOre NpUBENO K CO34aHu0 ApXxeonormyeckoi Kaptbl KasaxctaHa u
3aPOKAEHUIO PEFMOHA/bHBIX APXEONOTMYECKMX WKOA. O4HOM U3 TaKOBbIX ABAANACH YpasbCKas KO apXeosioros,
OCHOBOMONOXHMKOM KoTopoi ctan A. Kywaes. Mpoliaa nyTb OT cTapwero nabopaHTa B OTaene apxeosnoruu o
KaHAMAaTa UCTOPUYECKMX HayK, uccnenoBaTenb Noayvymn 6ecueHHbll onbIT HayyHoW paboTbl. B oTeyecTBeHHOM
HayKe ero Mmsa CBA3AHO C M3yyeHnem ApeBHocTel HKeTbicy 1 HKaibika. M3ydeHHble UM NAMATHUKM 3NOXU PaHHEro
enesa 0b03HaYeHHbIX PErMoHOB MMeloT Bonbluoe 3HaYeHue gns uctopmum KasaxctaHa. OfHAKO Lesbio JaHHOM
CTaTbM ABAAETCA M3ydeHue BKnaga lLA. Kywaesa B pa3BUTUE apXxeonornm anoxm 6poHsbl 3anaga cTpaHbl. 3a 25 net
paboTbl B YpasibCKe, YY4EHBIN OTKPbIA U YacTUYHO nccaenosan 6onee 400 NaMATHUKOB Pas3UYHbBIX MCTOPUYECKUX
nepuoaos, B TOM Yncie 63 norpebeHns 1 Tpu noceseHns anoxm 6poH3bl. brarogapa coBMeLLEeHNIO Nefarormyeckom
M HayyHol peatenbHoctw, [A. KyliaeB npuBaeKan K apxeosorMyeckMm UCCNefOBaHUAM He TO/IbKO CTYAEHTOB,
HO W LWKONbHWMKOB. KaK y4aCTHMKY BOMHblI €My XOTE/NOCb M3YYWUTb KaK MOXKHO Oosblle NamATHUMKOB B 30HAX,
npefHa3Ha4YeHHbIX NoA, CTPOMTENbCTBO; OH CTpemMuIcA OOpOTbCA C HEKOMMETEHTHOCTbIO B/lacTel, [0Ka3blBas
HeobXoAMMOCTb KOHCEPBALMM U COXPAHEHUSA apXe0orMYeckmx ob6beKkToB gas byayLmx nokoneHuin. Ero 6opbba 3a
YHWKa/IbHbIM KOMMieKe KpecTbl OCTaHeTCA Kak NpumMep NOTOMKAM, Kak HYXXHO 1tobuTb CBOKO CTpaHy, bopoTbea 3a
COXpPaHeHMe NaMATHUKOB apXeosIorMm U 0 NOCAeAHEro MOMEHTA KU3HWU U3y4aTb COOCTBEHHYIO UCTOPMUIO.
UcTouHUK puHaHcMpoBaHuUA: PaboTa BbINoHEHa B pamKax Nporpammbl pyHAAMeEHTaNbHbIX HayYHbIX UCCNeA0BaHUI
KomuteTta Haykn MHBO PK Ha 2023-2025 rr., UPH BR20280993.

LUutuposaHue: Mycaesa P.C., Kasusosa A.C. 2024. NamaTHUKM anoxm 6poH3bl 3anagHo-KasaxcTtaHckoi obnactm
B Hacneauu LA, Kywaesa. MapeynaHosckue ymeHUs—2024. B 2-x 7. T. 1. C. 43-54 (Ha aHrn. f3.).

Introduction

The territory of the West Kazakhstan Region is geographically located in the southeastern part of
the East European Plain, within the Caspian Depression. It includes small elevations of the Obshchy Syrt
and Sub-Ural Plateau, rising along the northern and eastern edges of the territory, as well as the northern
part of the Caspian Lowland, which occupies most of the region [PamasaHos 2012: 137]. The first historical
and cultural heritage sites in this area were discovered as early as the 18th century [J/lyknaHosa 2011: 69].
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However, the greatest contribution to the study of archaeological sites in the West Kazakhstan region was
made by the Kazakhstani archaeologist G. A. Kushaev.

On August 22, 1967, G. A. Kushaev resigned from the Institute of History, Archaeology, and
Ethnography of the Academy of Sciences of the Kazakh SSR [HA MA KH MHBO PK. 1. 67]. This period marks
the beginning of the Ural phase of G. A. Kushaev’s
research and teaching career, which continued until
his death in August 1992. During his 25 years as a
professor at the Ural Pedagogical Institute named
after A. S. Pushkin, G. A. Kushaev not only trained
future archaeologists and laid the foundation for the
Ural Archaeological School but also discovered and
studied new sites that unveiled previously unknown
chapters in the ancient history of the region (fig. 1).

The biographical details of G. A. Kushaev, as well
as memories of him as a compassionate person, an
inspiring teacher, and a wonderful friend, have been
published multiple times. Therefore, such aspects will
be omitted in this work [BeliceHoB 1 gp. 2017: 37-38,
64; Kywaes laas ... 2020; JlyknaHosa 2011: 73-76;
Ypan6aesa 2020].

Despite the immense scientific legacy left by
G. A. Kushaev, not all materials have been processed
and published. This increases the need for further
research into the scholar’s heritage.

. Fig. 1. G.A. Kushaev — after — SA MIA CS MSHE RK. D. 67
Materials and methods 1-cyp. T.A. Kywaes ([KP FXBM AU FA. 67 ic] 60ibiHLa)

Methodology of research Puc. 1. T.A. Kywaes (no: [HA MA KH MHBO PK. f1. 67])
The main sources on the archaeology of

the Bronze Age in the West Kazakhstan region

are monuments researched between 1968 and 1992 by the Ural Pedagogical Institute named after
A.S. Pushkin (UPI), under the leadership of G.A. Kushaev, as well as by joint expeditions of UPI, the Institute
of Archaeology of the USSR, and the Ural Regional Museum, led by M.G. Moshkova and B.F. Zhelezchikov.
To identify Bronze Age archaeological sites discovered and partially studied by G.A. Kushaev’s expedition,
archival materials concentrated in the collections of the Scientific Archive of Margulan Institute of
Archaeology were examined. In total, 34 field reports were reviewed, among which 13 files containing
information on the studied Bronze Age monuments were selected after systematization and analysis.
Scholarly works of G.A. Kushaev related to the study of these objects were also analyzed. In assessing
the scholar’s contribution to addressing the issues of the Bronze Age in Western Kazakhstan, the overall
state of archaeological science during that period and the level of development of certain aspects of the
region’s history were considered.

Description of the material

By the late 1960s, Bronze Age sites in the West Kazakhstan region were known only from the
research conducted by P.S. Rykov [}ene3umkos 2009: 191], M.P. Gryaznov [[pasHoB 1927], V. Sinitsyn
[CuHMupIH 1950; 1951; 1952; 1959]. There were a total of 9 burial sites and one settlement. Materials
from the Yamnaya, Catacomb, Srubnaya (timber-grave), and other cultures were recorded in various parts
of Western Kazakhstan. However, against the backdrop of numerous discoveries in the Ural, Trans-Ural,
Volga-Ural interfluve, and the Caspian lowland of the USSR, our region stood out as a blank spot.
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Undoubtedly, the research focus of G.A. Kushaev as a specialist in early Iron Age archaeology
contributed to his more active position in studying monuments from this period. However, among the
more than 400 archaeological sites in Western Kazakhstan [J/lyknaHoBa 2011; Cabikos, MapbikcuH 2010],
he discovered and partially studied 12 burial sites and 3 Bronze Age settlements (fig. 2).

The focus of the scholar’s research went beyond just archaeological student practices. To study
archaeological sites, he actively participated in economic and contractual projects, within the framework
of which emergency and rescue operations were planned. In particular, the expedition led by G.A. Kushaev
conducted research on archaeological sites located in areas designated for the construction of the
Aydarkhanskaya and Dzhangalinskaya irrigation systems (here in after referred to as IS) [HA MA KH MHBO
PK. . 1389], the Iskalikolskaya irrigation system based on Lake Rybny Sakryl and the Mamaevsky dam on
the left bank of the Maliy Uzen River (Saryozen) [Kywaes, Kokebaesa 1979; HA MA KH MHBO PK. 1. 1762;
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Fig. 2 — A map of the the Bronze Age sites studied by G.A. Kushaev in the West Kazakhstan region. Burial sites:
1 - Alebastrovo |; 2 — Alebastrovo Il; 3 — Bubentsy Il; 4 — Rybny Sakryl I; 5 — Rybny Sakryl 1ll; 6 — Vodokhranilishe;
7 —Solyanka II; 8 — Mamai; 9 — Fakel; 10 — Kos-Oba; 11 — Kresty; 12 — Konys-Sai. Settlements: 1 — Baurzhan-ayak;

2 — Kresty; 3 — Solyanka. Performer: Aisha Kazizova

2-cyp. IA. Kywaes 3epTTereH batbic KasaKcTaH 06/1bICbIHbIH, KONA A2Yipi eCKePTKIWTEPiHIH, KapTachl.
epney eckepTkiwTepi: 1 —Anebactposo |; 2 — Anebactposo Il; 3 — BybeHubl II; 4 — Pbi6HbIN CaKkpbin |;

5 — PbI6HbI Cakpsbin lll; 6 — BogoxpaHunuue; 7 — ConsHka ll; 8 — Mamaii; 9 — ®aken; 10 — Koc-0O6a; 11 — KpecTbl;
12 — KoHblic-cail. KoHbicTap: 1 — BaybipyaH-asak; 2 — Kpectbl; 3 — ConaHka. OpbiHaaywbl: Aiwa Kasunsosa
Puc. 2. KapTta nccnepoBaHHbix IA. KylwaeBbiM NamMATHMKOB 3Moxu 6poH3bl 3anagHo-KasaxcTaHcKol obiactu.
MorpebanbHble namaTHUKK: 1 — Anebactposo |; 2 — Anebactposo IlI; 3 — BybeHupl II; 4 — PoibHbIV Cakpbin |;

5 — Pbi6HbIN Cakpblin lll; 6 — BogoxpaHunuue; 7 — ConaHka ll; 8 — Mamaii; 9 — daken; 10 — Koc-06a; 11 — KpecTbl;
12 — KoHbic-cait. MoceneHusa: 1 — bayprkaH-ask; 2 — Kpectbl; 3 — ConsHKa. McnonHutens: Aliwa Kasusosa
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. 1836], The reservoirs from the mouth of the Solyanka River to the Aznabai-Taypak canal’s syphon [HA
MA KH MHBO PK. . 2017], the irrigation network in the Chizhinsky-Dyurinsky floodplain area [HA MA KH
MHBO PK. . 2017; . 2149] and the land area on the territory of the Voroshilov Factory [HA A KH MHBO
PK. [I. 2279]. In addition, he made several attempts to study and preserve the Kresty burial site.

Results

During the collection, systematization, and analysis of the field research results of G.A. Kushaev
and his publications, about 70 studied burial sites and three settlements of the Bronze Age in Western
Kazakhstan were identified.

The Alebastrovo | burial ground is located in the Terektinsky district, 1.5 km east-southeast of the
central farm of the “Dolinsky” state farm (Dolinnoe village, Terektinsky district, West Kazakhstan region),
on the elevated part of the second floodplain terrace on the left bank of the Ural River. According to
G.A. Kushaev’s data, there were 35 burial mounds. [HA MA KH MHBO PK. A. 1389: 30]. During the field
research, the central burials in mounds No. 1, 5, and 19 were studied; three burials in mound No. 2; two
burials in mound No. 12; and five burials in mound No. 21, all dating to the Bronze Age.

The Alebastrovo Il burial ground is located 400 meters from the previous site and consists of
37 burial mounds [HA MA KH MHBO PK. . 1389; A. 1467]. In 1975, three burials were studied in mound
No. 1, along with the central burials in mounds No. 6 and 15 [HA A KH MHBO PK. A. 1467: 72-75, 80—-81].

The Mamai burial ground is located 7 km south of the village of Kokterek and 12 km north of the
village of Zhuldyz (Kaztalovsky district, West Kazakhstan region) [Kywaes, Kokebaesa 1979]. The burial site
consists of 10 mounds and one square-shaped sacrificial site. Bronze Age burials were studied in burial
pit No. 2 of mound No. 1, the lower burial of mound No. 3, and in four burials of mound No. 8 [HA MA KH
MHBO PK. 4. 1675: 17-20, 24, 34-35].

The Kos-Oba burial ground is located 2.5-3 km south of the village of Kokterek (Kaztalovsky district,
WKR), 2 km northeast of the village of Mashteksai (Zhangalinsky district, WKR), on a large low plateau,
2 km east of the left bank of the Big Uzen River (Karaozen). Bronze Age burials were studied in two graves
of mound No. 2 [HA A KH MHBO PK. 1. 1675: 8-10].

The burial sites of Sakryl | and Sakryl Il were located at the southeast end of the Rybny Sakryl Lake
(Lake Balykty, Kaztalovsky district, WKR). The sites were discovered during a survey in 1971. At that time,
the first burial site consisted of 22 mounds, and the second one contained 12 [HA MA KH MHBO PK.
[.1836]. During emergency excavations, pit 3 in mound No. 14 of the Sakryl | burial site and a paired burial
in mound No. 7 of the Sakryl Il burial site, both dating to the Bronze Age, were studied [HA MUA KH MHBO
PK. [. 1836: 6, 23].

The Vodokhranilishche and Solyanka Il burial grounds were located in the area of the future
reservoir, from the bridge over the Solyanka River to the northeast, up to the duct of the Aznabay-Taypak
canal, on both the left and right banks (Akzhaik district, West Kazakhstan region) [HA MA KH MHBO PK. [.
2017]. In 1982, the Vodokhranilishche burial site contained 10 mounds, 6 of which were destroyed during
the construction of the dam [MA KH MHBO PK. [. 2017: 2]. Bronze Age burials were recorded in pits 1
and 6 of mound 3 and in the central burial of mound 4 at the Vodokhranilishche burial site. The Solyanka
Il burial site consisted of four mounds located on the right bank of the river in the future reservoir area,
three of which contained Bronze Age burials [Kywaes 1985]. In addition to the burial sites, material was
collected from test pits dug on the territory of the discovered depressions of the eponymous Bronze Age
settlement. In particular, numerous fragments of pottery and animal bones were found [HA NA KH MHBO
PK. 4. 2017: 33].

The Bubentsy Il burial ground is located along the Kamenka-Podtyazhki highway, on the southern
and northern sides (the highway between the villages of Taskala and Mereke in the Taskala district of West
Kazakhstan). G.A. Kushaev notes that most of the mounds were plowed over, and a total of 17 mounds
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were counted on the northern side of the road [HA MA KH MHBO PK. 4. 2017]. The burial in pit 2 of mound
No. 6 is attributed to the Bronze Age.

In 1986, an expedition from the Ural Pedagogical Institute (UPI), led by G.A. Kushaev, discovered
the settlement of Baurzhan-Ayak. The site is located on the Chizha River, 1 km north of the village of
Ayak (Taskala district, West Kazakhstan). G.A. Kushaev noted that the settlement is being destroyed by
floodwaters. On its territory, 27 stone tools, 49 fragments of tools, 39 large and numerous small animal
bones, primarily from horses, were collected. Additionally, 62 fragments of pottery were found [HA VA KH
MHBO PK. 4. 2149: 24—-27].

The Fakel burial ground is located 2.5 km west of the village of Fakel (Zhalyn village, Baiterek
district, West Kazakhstan), 4 km north of the village of Makarovo (Makarovo village, Zelenov district, West
Kazakhstan), to the left of the road, on a high part of the watershed between the Chagan River to the east
and the Krutoy and Solyanka rivers to the west. Out of the 39 mounds identified in 1981, only 18 remained
by 1989 [HA HA MA KH MHBO PK. 1. 2237: 3, 4]. Bronze Age burials were found in mounds No. 4, 5, and 7
[HA MA KH MHBO PK. . 1467: 23-24, 29-30].

The Kresty burial site is located in the Terektinsky district, on the left bank of the Zhaiyk River, in the
floodplain of the Barbastau River, 5 km south of the village of Podstepnoye. The site was first discovered
in 1969 [HA A KH MHBO PK. [I. 2368: 4], the research on this complex, which began in 1987, continued
for several years due to its uniqueness and the threat of complete destruction. A total of about 40 burial
mounds and several depressions have been recorded. In 1987, five burials were studied in mound No. 3
[HA MA KH MHBO PK. A. 2164: 7-15], four burials were studied in mound No. 7 [HA MA KH MHBO PK.
0. 2164: 18-19, 22] and two in mounds No. 5 and 6 [HA MA KH MHBO PK. 4. 2164; A. 2237; 4. 2410].
The following year, two burial pits in mound No. 8, two burials in mound No. 29, and four in mound No.
10 were found to contain Bronze Age burials [HA MA KH MHBO PK. [. 2237: 7-8, 13-14]. In 1991, burials
were studied in mound No. 10; four burials in mounds No. 5 and 6; and a burial in mound No. 27 [HA
MA KH MHBO PK. A. 2368: 19-21, 28-29, 32—-33, 35]. In addition to the burial sites, the depressions of
dwellings at the settlement were partially studied, and surface material was collected [HA A KH MHBO
PK. [.2164: 23].

The Konys-sai burial site is located 1.5 km southeast of the village of Konys-sai (Konys-sai village,
Terektinsky district, WKR). Both mounds investigated at the site date to the Bronze Age [HA MA KH MHBO
PK. [. 2368: 5-6].

Discussion

The conducted excursus demonstrates how G.A. Kushaev’s research enriched the history of the
region. However, it is not only the number of studied monuments that matters, but also their cultural and
chronological range.

Based on the material obtained, the researcher himself draws the following conclusions regarding
the periodization of the Bronze Age in the region [Kywaes 1993: 43-44]:

¢ The earliest sites date back to the Eneolithic period — the ancient Yamnaya culture, dated to
the 3rd millennium BCE. The burials were placed in large rectangular pits oriented along the west-east
axis, with the deceased lying on their back with their legs bent and turned to the right. The individual is
oriented toward the east, and the bones are abundantly covered with ochre. These sites date from the
early 2nd millennium BCE to the 12th century BCE.

e Burials of the Catacomb (and Poltavka) cultures. The researcher classifies burials in rectangular
pits or under boulders as belonging to this group. For the catacomb burials, the position is on the back
with bent legs, while for the Poltavka culture, the body is curled up on the left side. The deceased are
oriented to the north, and the bottom of the pits is covered with ochre.

¢ The final phase of the Bronze Age is marked by monuments of the Srubnaya culture, dating from
the second half of the 2nd millennium BCE to the beginning of the 1st millennium BCE.
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Considering modern research, it is important to note changes in chronology and an expansion of the
main elements of the burial rites, based on new materials [MonoguH u gp. 2014].

G.A. Kushaev rightly notes that the information obtained demonstrates a complete similarity with
materials from the Lower Volga region. By comparing the available data on Bronze Age monuments with
similar monuments from nearby areas, it can be asserted that the ancient population of the Steppe Ural
Region and Lower Volga shared common roots. Related tribes with shared ancestry inhabited these lands
not only in the Bronze Age but also in later periods, carving out ecological niches for themselves and
adapting to the climatic conditions. This is supported by the location of monuments from different periods
and cultures in certain areas, often near water sources. G.A. Kushaev also highlights this point, noting the
uniqueness of the region’s burial monuments, where burials from different cultures and periods can be
found within the same burial grounds [Kywaes 1993: 41].

G.A. Kushaev notes a decrease in the amount of osteological material in burial monuments from
earlier to later periods. In the earlier stages, horse or cattle bones predominated, whereas in the later
stages, the bones of small livestock became more common [Kywaes 1993: 42]. According to him, this
trend is a prerequisite for the transition to the early Iron Age and nomadic livestock breeding.

This thesis is supported by the research of N.K. Kachalova and L.L. Galkin, who suggested that the
tribes of Srubnaya culture led a mobile lifestyle [Kauanosa 1985: 39; lankuu 1996: 59]. Moreover, the
presence of numerous locations with ceramic fragments of various cultural types at sites in the Caspian
Lowland and burial sites, which are typically concentrated in the steppe zone, can support this view
[Mycaesa 2020; 2021].

In addition to the scientific results, G.A. Kushaey, in his reports, expresses hope that the accumulated
anthropological materials will contribute to the study of the ethnogenesis of the Kazakhs [HA NMA KH
MHBO PK. . 2368: 34]. However, in addition to the anthropological collections, the researcher left a vast
scientific legacy that requires analysis and publication.

The monograph on the history of the region was published after G.A. Kushaev’s death [Kywaes
1993], but his students and followers continue his work. For example, in 2002, 2008, 2010, and 2014,
employees of the Center for History and Archaeology of Western Kazakhstan conducted further research
on the Kresty and Baurzhan-Ayak settlements, where they discovered and studied burial sites of the timber
culture at the Kresty settlement [BepaeHos u ap. 2002; MapbikcuH, Kpbirnd 2010: 84; 2013]. In 2004, an
article by M.G. Moshkova and G.A. Kushaev was published, dedicated to the studied Sarmatian sites of
Western Kazakhstan. In 2023, K.A. Zhambulatov published the results of the analysis of the late Sarmatian
burials studied by G.A. Kushaev at the Mamai burial site [Kywaes, ambynatos 2023].

In addition to the scientific achievements of the researcher, his legacy is associated with the names
of his students and followers, such as B.F. Zhelezchikov, V.A. Krieger, G.K. Kokybaeva, and others. During his
time at the Ural-Povolzhye Institute, G.A. Kushaev organized the Ural-Povolzhye Archaeological Student
Conference twice (in 1972 and 1977). He also established an archaeological museum and a scientific
laboratory at the institute [CabikoB, MapbikcuH 2010: 254]. Students of G.A. Kushaev, who underwent
field practice, participated in student conferences [Kywaes 1993: 17].

Conclusion

Thus, thanks to the research of G.A. Kushaev, individual finds from the Bronze Age were
supplemented by new sites with preserved burial rituals from the Yamnaya, Catacomb, and Srubnaya
cultures. Unfortunately, due to the destruction of many sites from the intrusion of early Iron Age burials
or due to anthropogenic factors, there are relatively few of them. The researcher himself frequently
expressed his emotions in his reports about the unique finds that were made or lost in a given year.
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Undoubtedly, not all of G.A. Kushaev’s report materials were of a strictly scientific nature; at times, he
would allow himself to share opinions regarding the actions of officials, express his impressions after field
trips, rejoice in new discoveries, or mourn irreplaceable losses. Nevertheless, such materials are all the
more interesting to read and analyze.

G.A. Kushaev’s research activity demonstrates that many problems in contemporary archaeology
are always relevant and have always concerned researchers. Issues such as gaps in history, the search
for funding for fieldwork, the study of endangered archaeological sites, and the oversight of the correct
interpretation and application of legal norms for the protection of archaeological sites were all challenges
G.A. Kushaev faced, and continue to be challenges for many scholars today. Evaluating his contribution
to the development of domestic science and the study of the ancient history of Western Kazakhstan, in
particular, is quite difficult. He not only raised regional history to a new level and drew the attention of
researchers to these sites, but also left a vast legacy, which awaits its time in the scientific archive of the
Margulan Institute of Archaeology and in the storage rooms of museums in Uralsk.
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